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Did not clamour for power and instead 
was responsible for making two leaders 
Prime Ministers -- Lal Bahadur Shastri 
first (1964) and then Indira Gandhi in 
1966 (a decision he regretted later) - at 
the expense of Morarji Desai on both 
occasions.He thus came to be known as 
the “kingmaker”.  

He believed in collective leadership but 
an authoritative Indira Gandhi would 
neither listen to him nor other senior 
party leaders. “She wants to have all the 
power herself,” Kamaraj is said to have 
remarked of Indira during the fag-end of 
his political life, per the book, “The 
Political Career of K Kamaraj”, by P 
Kandasamy. 

Pushed his way into becoming the 
BJP’s prime ministerial candidate by 
sheer marketing, side-lining senior 
leaders who had built up the party.He 
very aggressively marketed the Gujarat 
model of governance (that a Samajwadi 
Party leader dubbed a “vacuous model” 
at a recent debate on Times Now). He 
had even roped in Amitabh Bachchan to 
project the Gujarat “growth” story.  

Marketing is no transgression, though. It 
just showed his self-centricity in his 
thrust for new Delhi. 

Was Chief Minister of the Madras 
Presidency (now Tamil Nadu) for three 
consecutive terms during 1954-1963.His 
reign was considered the golden era for 
the State with “massive industrialization, 
rural electrification and unprecedented 
government investment in education.” 

Succeeded Kesubhai Patel as the chief 
minister of Gujarat in 2001 with the 
former having health issues.Modi was 
advised to be Kesubhai Patel’s deputy 
by Vajpayee / Advani but he wanted the 
chief ministership or nothing – his lust 
for power has its roots there. The 
leadership acceded to his desire.  

He led the party to power in the 2002 
elections and is now in his third term. 

His reign has been marred by the 2002 
riots in the State. 

The Kamaraj Plan: Within a year on his 
third term, Kamaraj resigned from the 
post of Chief Minister to focus on 
rebuilding the party which was losing 
strength. He was 60 years old then and 
he moved to Delhi at Nehru’s request 
with a mission to rejuvenate the party  

Under the K-Plan, senior party leaders 
holding offices of power were asked to 
quit and take up organisational work, 
following his example. 

Veteran BJP leaders in their late 70s 
and 80s are still in the electoral fray. 
Modi himself is 63.Jaswant Singh, 77, 
defied the BJP and filed his nomination 
as an Independent from the Barmer 
constituency after the party asked him 
to contest from another seat. He has 
since been expelled from the BJP.  

LK Advani also ran into a similar 
controversy before settling down with 
Gandhinagar. 

Education: As chief minister he made 
school education accessible to poor 
children. He not only made school 
education free but also pioneered a free 
midday meal scheme (with help from an 

Education presents a dismal picture in 
Gujarat.School dropouts are higher than 
national average and for higher 
education Gujarat's gross enrolment 
ratio (GER) of 17.6 is lower than the 
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American voluntary organisation, 
CARE) in schools.He found his lack of 
strong education a handicap in public 
life and wanted to ensure future 
generations had a firm foundation.  

During his period as CM, the State 
made significant strides in education. 
Schools were opened rapidly throughout 
the State and the education rate 
reached 37% from 7% prior to that. 

It was during his chief ministership that 
the IIT was established in Madras (in 
1959) – the third such in India. 

national average of 20.4 and much 
below equally advanced states like 
Tamil Nadu (38.2) and Maharashtra 
(27.4).  

The IIM was established in Ahmedabad 
in 1961 - way before Modi became the 
CM of Gujarat. 

In the Annual Educational Development 
Index released earlier this year, Gujarat 
fell by nine places to the 18th rank 
among 35 states and union territories 

Industry/Agriculture: During the period 
Kamaraj was at the helm in Tamil Nadu, 
the State made big strides both in terms 
of industrialisation and agriculture. The 
Neyveli Lignite Corporation, BHEL at 
Trichy, the Integral Coach Factory in 
Chennai and the Manali Oil Refinery 
were among the many industrial outfits 
that were established through his 
initiative.Late Indian President R. 
Venkataraman is acknowledged as the 
father of industrialisation in Tamil Nadu.  

But Venkataraman himself pointed out 
later that it was during the rule of 
Kamaraj that Tamil Nadu transformed 
itself into an industrialised State from an 
agrarian one. 

Many dams and irrigation canals were 
also built during his period. They include 
the Sathanur dam, the Vaigai dam, the 
Lower Bhavani dam, the Krishnagiri 
dam and the Amaravathi dam. 
Incidentally, dams had been built in 
Tamil Nadu a millennium ago – for 
instance, the Kallanai that came up 
during the Chola period. 

To give credit where it is due, Gujarat 
under Modi has been open to 
investment, continuing its post-
Independence tradition, though it is 
Maharashtra that is the country’s most 
industrialised State.Per a recent report 
in The Economic Times, the top five 
industrialised States are:  

1. Maharashtra 
2. Karnataka 
3. Gujarat 
4. Tamil Nadu 
5. Andhra Pradesh 

It is true that Gujarat was already well 
established in such sectors as 
petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, 
gems/jewellery and textiles. 

But it takes good leadership to sustain 
it. So Modi deserves that credit. A 
striking example is how Gujarat quickly 
lapped up the Nano project after West 
Bengal rejected it. 

Had a very humble background and did 
not go beyond middle school as he had 
to support his family. 

Also had a modest background and 
completed schooling after which he 
supported his family by selling tea.He 
never went to college but is believed to 
have some degree through 
correspondence learning. 

He remained a bachelor till his death in 
Actress Mallika Sherawat calls Modi the 
most eligible bachelorHis supporters 
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1975 at age 72 believe he is a bachelor. But a retired 
teacher, Jashodaben, claims she is his 
divorced wife. She claims to have 
married him in 1968 and they were 
separated three years later. 
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